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Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

DECLARATION OF ALAN GNANN 
I, Alan Onaniw of 128 Slater Road^ Tolland, Connecticut, hereby declaxe as follows: 

L I am president and owner of REC Coinponeirts, 1 7 Middle River Drive, Stamford, 
Connecticut (**REC) fwww^reccotDl BS}d have been the presideait of REC since 1997. 

2. KEC has been manu&cturing high quality fishmg rod components and fishing rod 
accessories since 1968. REC tnami&ctures virtually every Qrpe of fishiug rod component 
except the fishing rod *%lan]c,^ Le., ti» rod itself. 

3. I obtained a Bachelor of Science Degree in ceramic engineering fiom Alired 
University^ Alfred, New York in 1971 , 

4. I obtained a Master of Business AdministFadon Degree ficom the University of Utah, 
Salt Lake City, Utah in 1977. 

Law OfSces of 
Downs Rachlln Marfl* PLLC 

199 Maixi Street 
P.O. Box 190 
Bnrliaguni, VT 05402-01 90 
. (802) 
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5. I have beca involved with the fishdLog rod/fij^hing rod coanponeat maanfa cturii^g 
industry since 197L 

6. From 1971 to 1978, 1 was a ceramic engineer in the Caibon Products Division of 
Union Caibide, where I participated in thQ development and manu&cturc of carbon and 
graphite fibers used in tubular structufes, including what I believe were the earliest fishing 
lod blanks using these fibers. 

7. From 1 980 to 1 985, 1 was a conuuercial custom fishing rod builder. 

8. I am presently Vice Chaitznan of the Board, and Government Affairs and Alliances 
Committee Chaictxxan, of the American Fly Fishing Trade Associate (AFFTA) 
fwww.affta,com\ the sole trade organization &r the fly fishing industry . 

9. I am presendy a member of the American Sportfishing Association (ASA) 

f www,asafishlng-orgl > wherein I sit on five conomittees, inchiding the Govermnent Affairs 
Committee. 

10. It is well known in. the fields of rod fishing, fishing rod manuiactunng, fishing rod 
component manufacturing and other fields relating to the fishing industry that the ternis 
"uplocking** and **downlocking'^ are iised relative to reel locks to indicate the direction of 
motion in which a lock, e.g.» a nut, is moved relative to a corresponding fishing rod in order 
to lock a reel to the fishing tod. In this coimectioo, it is further well know in fhe fields noted 
shove that the direction of motion along a fishing rod extending away from the butt, or 
handle, end of the fishing rod and toward the tip of the fishing lod is referred to as '"up^ the 
rod and the direction of motion along a fishing rod extending toward the butt end of the 
fishing rod and aw^ fix>m the tip of the fishing rod is referred to as ^'down*^ the rod. 

1 1 . Consequently, it is well known in the fields noted above that an ^ploddng reel lock' 
is a reel lock in which the lock is moved away from the butt end of a corresponding fishing 
rod and toward the tip of the rod while loddng a reel to the rod. In an uploddng reel lock, 
the lock is substantially located between the butt end of the rod and the reel seat of the rod. 

2/3 : 
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Likeivisc it is W5U known in the noted fields that a "downJockmg reel lookf^ is a reel lock in 
which the lock is moved toward tiie butt end of a cpxr^onding fishing rod and away from 
the tip of the rod while lockmg a reel to the rod. In a downlocking reel lock, the lock is 
substantially located between fie lip end of ttie rod and the reel seat of the rod. 

1 declare tihat all statements made hereinthat ace of my own knowledge are true and that all 
statements made on information and belief are beUeved to be tni^ and fiirthex that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonmeait» or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States 
Ccxlc 




Alan Gnann 




aTV,432945.1 
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